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The Father Of Peanuts
     If someone asked, “What can you make out of peanuts?” you
might say peanut butter or peanut cookies, because those are the
most common things we think of. But one man didn’t stop there, he
came up with over 300 different uses for peanuts!
     That man was Dr. George Washington Carver, who is often called
the Father of Peanuts. He started college in 1890, first studying art
because he liked drawing, but he loved plants so much that he
switched to agriculture, the study of farming.
     After college, the famous inventor Thomas Edison asked Dr.
Carver to work in his laboratory, but Dr. Carver said no. He had
other plans. In 1903, he began studying peanuts at Tuskegee
Institute in Alabama.
     At that time, Southern farmers mostly grew cotton, but growing
only cotton made the soil weak. Dr. Carver wanted to help farmers
grow different crops, like peanuts and sweet potatoes, which made
the soil healthier.
     Over the years, he invented hundreds of ways to use peanuts and
sweet potatoes. Thanks to his work, farmers learned better ways to
grow crops, and people discovered new uses for these simple
plants. His ideas helped improve farming and helped many people
live better lives.

To discover some of the uses for peanuts
unscramble the letters below. 

LAHRETE EYD

FECOFE

NIK

SOHE LOSIHP

VGNAHSI MEACRWhere are peanuts grown?
Color in the states where peanuts are grown

The peanut is not a nut, but a
legume related to beans and lentils.

Peanuts are planted after the last frost 
of Spring around April or early May.

Peanuts flower above ground and then
migrate underground to reach maturity. 

A mature peanut plant produces about
40 pods that then grow into peanuts. 

Dr. George
Washington

Carver



Label The Peanut Plant Parts

Florida Agriculture in the Classroom is funded by the sale of the specialty license plate, the AgTag. 

Word List 
Root - The part of the plant that grows underground
and takes in water and nutrients from the soil.
Peanut - The part of the plant we eat; it grows
underground and is actually a seed.
Peg - A special part of the plant that grows down
from the flower into the ground to help the peanut
grow.
Ground - The soil or dirt where the peanut plant
grows and where the peanuts form.
Leaf - The green part of the plant that collects
sunlight to help the plant make food.
Bloom - The flower of the peanut plant; after it
blooms, the peg forms and the peanut starts growing.
Stem - The main part of the plant that holds it up
and helps move water and food between the roots
and leaves. 

Activities courtesy of  

     Peanut farmers begin to prepare their fields for planting in
March. First, they fertilize the fields to help the peanuts grow.
Then they plow the fields to prepare the soil for planting.
Peanut seeds are planted in April or early May. The peanut
itself  is actually the seed. 
     Peanut farmers cultivate the fields throughout the growing
season to get rid of weeds and other plants that have grown in
the peanut fields. Farmers must also spray the fields to
eliminate bugs and diseases and irrigate, or water, the peanut
crops. Irrigation is especially important during times of
drought. 
     Harvesting begins in September. The peanut plants are
pulled from the ground, and the peanuts are turned up to dry
in the sun for several days. A combine separates the peanuts
from the vines and dumps the peanuts into drying trailers.
Finally, the farmer hauls the peanuts to a buying station or
shelling plant to sell them. 

Peanut Farming
Read the story below then label each picture with the bold words. 


